
45 Wren Wood  

Welwyn Garden City  

AL7 1QF  

  

Application No: 6/2019/2170/EM  

Date of Refusal: 25 October 2019  

  

Dear Sir/Madam  

  

I would like to appeal the decision to refuse planning permission for the following:  

Development: Replacement and enlargement of hardstanding  

At Location: 45 Wren Wood Welwyn Garden City AL7 1QF  

Applicant: 

Application Date: 2 September 2019  

Application No: 6/2019/2170/EM  

  

In my appeal I would like to cover the following points:  

● Known Parking issues in Wren Wood  

● Personal impact of refusal  

● Other residents properties/harm the character and amenities of the property, the 

street scene and the Garden City.   

  

Known Parking issues in Wren Wood  

Wren wood is known to have ongoing issues with parking. There is not enough parking in the 

street for the number of properties and residents as most properties have multiple cars and 

growing families  

Wooden bollards have been put into place in some areas, to stop residents parking cars on 

grass verges. There was also a letter written to all residents of Wren Wood in I believe 

February of this year, where councillor Barbara Fitzsimon acknowledged residents' concerns 

about parking. She stated that she had relayed this to the parking officers at the borough 

council asking them to find a solution and that she would update us on her progress.   

I am yet to see any update of progress or see any solution to the parking issues.   

The parking issues have continued, residents/visitors park on grass verges as there are no 

other spaces, the only update is a letter from the council stating that drivers who do this will 

now been fined, making parking even harder. Surely a solution to this, would be a little more 

flexibility with planning to allow residents to add/increase their driveways, to allow more 

space in the road for other residents. At the bottom of this document I have attached copies 

of Barbara’s letter, as well as some images of the current issues parking is causing on a 

regular basis. Daniels also has off street parking next to the road where there are houses 

without driveways. Wren wood does not have this and over half of the properties have no 

driveways, making parking even more challenging than other streets in the area.   

  

Personal impact of refusal  

As you may have seen in my neighbours comments on the planning application, they have 

noted that the occupiers of my property (myself and my Partner) only have 2 cars and a  

garage. I addressed this with return comments of that our garage is unsuitable for modern 

cars, especially as we are expecting a baby. We also have regular visits from family and 

friends who are unable to park close by to our house.   



Some of our regular visitors include Mother who is disabled, so must park near the house in 

order to visit, as she is unable to walk any distance. The other is my Partner’s Sister, who 

has three children aged  and it is extremely hard for her to park away from 

our property, to then have to walk along with  children on her own. Of course we 

currently make adjustments, such as us moving our own cars onto the road to allow them to 

park on the drive. This however is inconvenient, and also takes a space away from other 

residents without driveways,  

  

Other residents properties/harm the character and amenities of the property, the street scene 

and the Garden City.  

  

Whilst I acknowledge and accept, that your main priority is to protect the character, amenities 

and street scene of the Garden City, I feel that there is a need to consider individual 

circumstances and permit some applications that may not fit exactly within the garden city 

management scheme.   

I feel that my application, does not harm the characteristics and street scene of the local area 

for a number of reasons. Firstly in Wren Wood, there are 20 houses of the same design as 

my property. 7 of these hours have a hardstanding/paved driveway of their full front garden. 

On a recent walk around, neighbouring streets, Daniels, Strawfields, Windhill and Broomhills, 

I have counted a further 24 properties, on top of the 7 in Wren Wood, which have either fully 

or over 90% of their front garden converted to concrete/hardstanding with little or no soft 

landscaping. On top of this, there are large amounts of properties of the same design but 

without the garage that have fully paved front gardens with no soft landscaping. This makes 

me feel extremely aggrieved, as why is it with all of these properties having fully paved 

driveways, my application has been refused? My plans even included keeping some 

grass/soft landscaping to keep some of the character. We also have a hedge at the front of 

the garden that we are looking to keep and a small tree towards the back of the front garden 

that we will be keeping for privacy with the next door neighbours as well as maintaining the 

Garden City character.  Our plans also include leaving a grassed area.  

I have also attached an image to show other properties with a full hard standing front garden 

in the area.  

  

I would ask that you consider my appeal, and take into account, my individual circumstances, 

as well as the fact that many other residents seem to have been allowed to do this. I believe 

it would massively support my family, as well as other residents of the street allowing us to 

get another car off of the road in Wren Wood, and allowing me to make my driveway into a 3 

car driveway.   

  

Yours Faithfully  

  

Mr Daniel Speed  

  

  

Barbara Fitzsimon’s letter acknowledging Parking issues.  

  



  
  

  

  

  

Other properties with fully paved front gardens and no soft landscaping (view from my 

property)  



  
  

Evidence of Parking Shortages in Wren Wood:  

  

  



 



  
  

  

31 properties of this route have either their full, or majority of front garden a hardstanding:  

   
  

  




